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$2,400,000

Approved

Agency:  Department of Health and Social Services

Project Title: Project Type: Information Systems and Technology

Alaska eHealth Network - Health Information Exchange
Deployment

State Funding Requested: $2,400,000 House District: Statewide (1-40)
Future Funding May Be Requested

Brief Project Description:
Infrastructure development by Alaska eHealth Network for deployment measures that include
installation and training, a plan to encourage use of the system, support to providers, and compliance
with federal and state health information policies.

Funding Plan: 
Total Project Cost:  $3,200,000 
Funding Already Secured:  ($800,000)
FY2012 State Funding Request:  ($2,400,000)
Project Deficit:  $0 
Funding Details:

In FY10 $2,727,500 GF was appropriated to DHSS with the unanimous passage of SB 133 in 2009. 

Detailed Project Description and Justification:
Alaska's new Health Information Exchange is being deployed in 2011 by the State Department of Health and Social
Services, and the Alaska eHealth Network, at a cost of approximately $6 million. The network will connect Alaska's 27
hospitals (private, VA, DOD, tribal, State) and up to 1000 health care providers. A State appropriation of $2.4 million is
requested to finance completion of deployment of the network in FY012. 

Phase 1 - Build the Base SaaS HIE configuration including the integration of four hospitals (ANMC-lab, Providence Alaska
Medical Center, Fairbanks Memorial Hospital, and Bartlett Hospital) and four clinics (including one Indian health Service
EHR site).
        *Pilot deployment starting January 2011: 90 days deployment

Phase 2a - Integrate the remaining Alaska hospitals and facilities within the HIE
        *Starting April 2011
        *30 days per hospital (total 27 Alaska hospitals)

Phase 2b - Deploy the remaining SaaS services as necessary: Patient Portal, *ePrescribe, etc.: Fall 2011 (60-90 days)

Background:  Health Information Exchange systems are being deployed throughout the United States as a proven method
of improving patient and provider access to accurate medical records, resulting in higher patient safety, better care
coordination, and reductions in costly duplicate testing. In May 2009, unanimous passage of SB133 by the Alaska State
Legislature authorized the State Department of Health and Social Services to establish a new Health Information Exchange
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for the State of Alaska which allows health care providers to exchange patient health information electronically in the interest
of improving patient safety, quality and access to care. In early 2010, the State of Alaska acquired ARRA funding from the
federal Department of Health and Human Services for this purpose, and through an RFP process authorized the Alaska
eHealth Network to develop the exchange. In late 2010, the Alaska eHealth Network selected its vendor, Orion Health, to
deploy the network beginning in January 2011. The network will be fully deployed by December 2011.

Alaska eHealth Network Timeline:
2006: Organized by major Alaska health IT stakeholders
2009: Incorporated as non-profit entity
2007-2009: Initial developmental funding from DHHS, Alaska Federal Health Care Partnership, State of Alaska, Denali
Commission, FCC
2006-2009: AeHN developmental work facilitated by ANTHC
May 2009: State legislation unanimously approved, authorizing Alask HIE system
Feb 2010: State RFP results in selection of AeHN as the Alaska HIE manager
April 2010: AeHN receives $3.1M, 4-year award of ONC funds through State of Alaska for HIE development
December 2010: AeHN selects Orion Health as HIE vendor

Project Timeline:
The network will be fully deployed by December 2011.

Entity Responsible for the Ongoing Operation and Maintenance of this Project:
Alaska eHealth Network

Grant Recipient Contact Information:
Name: Paul Sherry
Title: President
Address: 4000 Ambassador Drive

Anchorage, Alaska 99508
Phone Number: (907)729-3934
Email: psherry@anthc.org

Has this project been through a public review process at the local level and is it a community priority? X Yes No
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